Her first year in child protection. The kids she couldn’t
forget. The barrister she should have.
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WE DON’T STEAL
BABIES

The Secret Diary of a Newly Qualified Social Worker

People ask social workers at parties if they steal
babies. This is the answer.

Maisie MacDonald is twenty-five, newly qualified, and
armed with a one-eyed cat, a lanyard and the belief that she

can save everyone.

Over one year in Coventry she will keep a boy’s toy car safe
until he is ready to stop running. She will wait outside a
door while a fifteen-year-old tells a camera the worst thing
that ever happened to her. She will watch a young mum
she fought for walk back to the man who broke her. She
will fall for exactly the wrong barrister, and find out how

wrong in open court.

Told through Maisie’s diary, her anonymous blog and the
case files in between, this is a novel about the job nobody

understands and the people who do it anyway. It is funny.
Then it isn’t. Then it is both, in the same afternoon.

“The court makes orders. We just bring the evidence. And the

snacks.”

WHO READS IT

Readers of This Is Going to Hurt and Eleanor Oliphant Is
Completely Fine. Social workers, students, foster carers,
teachers, nurses and police officers. Anybody who has been
asked at a party what they do all day.

WHAT COMES WITH IT

A free discussion guide in six sessions, a kit for book clubs,
and six posters to print, all at secretsocialworker.com.

THE AUTHOR

Maisie MacDonald is the pen name of a social worker who
has spent many years working with children and families in
England. The people and cases in this book are invented.
The job is not. The author gives interviews in writing.

CONTACT

maisie@secretsocialworker.com - secretsocialworker.com/

press
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